PREFACE TO THE RECORD OF THE CIIEVRAH KADISHA (BURIAL SOCIETY)

WHICH WAS FOUNDED ON THE 9TH DAI OF THE 1DHTH OF' ELUL
IN THEIEAH 5677 (1916) IN PORTLAND, IAES

It is written “and it shall coiae to pass on the 6th day that they
shall prepare that which they will bring”. This biblical verse, which has
reference .to the preparation for th® sabbath day, has been interpreted to"wan
tliat iran should prepare in this world, which is often referred to as the 6th
day or the eve of the sabbath day "the world to come being the sabbath day<®
in order that, he maybe prepared for his sabbath day - the hereafter. Even as
before dark of the sabbath day, a nan must examine his pockets, tithe his food,
light his candles and rsrspare Ills food, so moi a person before he -leaves this
world improve h.’s deeds and examine the candle which is "the candle of G-d,
the-human soul™. lie must prepare the provisions, which are Torah, penance
and prayer to bring with rum into the world of truth., the place where no sen
can any longer fulfill the commandments of d-d even as the rabbis teach us that
the dead are free of the mitKvahs. bills is corepax"hble to a personwho prepares
for a journey* He takes provisions with him and prays to G-d thathis journey
may be successful, since the highways are often places of danger. How much
more should, or® prepare for the journey which unites life and death. "It is
a lengthy journey and the baggage we carry "with us is very light*l.

It is further written "and if a soul will sin then shall it repent
from its sin which i1t has committed and it shall compensate for the damage it
has caused”. The principal form of repentance is the confession which takes
place between a man and his maker, the undoing of the evil which has been done,

and the receiving of the forgiveness of those who have been wronged.



When a aan takes to bed with an illness, it is, as our rabbis, of

blessed memory-state, llas though lie had ascended the".execution block”. If

he has friends to intercede for him> he way yet. be saved,, and if lie has none

he will not be saved, The intercessors of a man are repentance and good deeds
As -was stated.above, the principal form of repentance is .confession. ' Our rabbis
further state "if one becomes sick and tends towards death, those who stand close
by must say to him ’confess, for all who approach death must*confess in order
.that the confession ray be their repentances8. It therefore becomes apparent
that as soon as a.nan l:scores ill he must confess, for wc cannot interpret the
words of the rabbis as mailing that only he who Is about to die must confess
for the day of death is one of the seven things idiich are hidden from. man.
Wen the language of the biblical citation tends to imply that they did not mean
only lie who is about to die shall confess fox- in that case the quotation should,
read-"if one terns towards deathO. The words "if one loecowes sick** are super-
fluous. It-therefore becomes definitely apparent, tliat the rabbis meant for a
xaan to confess®"as soon as he takes sick for* all people who take sick are to a
idegree approaching death. [I1llness is therefore spoken of as being comparable

to ascending the execution block where a wan needs good intercessors to save his
life, "ns might be "prone to ask "if the rabbis meant for a man to confess as
soon as he takes sick, why did .they include.the words ’and tends towards death%’
The citation could simply have read ’one who takes sick should confess8. The
answer would be that the words "and he is approaching death” were included
because of the confession for the purpose of confession is that his death may

atone for all"his sins



It is therefore particularly incumbent upon the Chevrah Kadisha to
encourage a ran to confess for in ths final moments of a ma’s life he often
forgets his duties because of the graveness of his illness. The Ghevrah
Kadisha shall come to visit the sick at the beginning of his illness in order
to care for all his needs during the couree of his illness. If they were to
wait to visit himuntil lie approached death,, he would iEKiediately understand.
the purpose of their visit and would be unduly thrown into great consternation
and fear, however, if the Ghevrah Kadisha establishes the practice of visiting
all the sick and does so in fact, the sick would accept it as a matter of course
and would accept their counsel to examine their deeds and to put the affairs of
.their household in order. The Ghevrah Kadisha should comfort ths sick. They
should mate clear that their visit does not necessarily signify that life is
in jeopardy, for many become sick and are healed, xh© Chevrah Kadisha shall
also inquire if the family of the sick are financially able to care for his anil
their wants, and if they find that the family is not so able, then shall they

personally supply the family needs or. rake other proper provision according to

the demands,

Those people who attend the man when he is sick shall also attend him.
after death as was the ewill left by -Rabbi Judah the Prince to his deciples.
The mitzvah of attending the dead is a great mitzvah and none has the right to
infringe upon his fellow’s right to perform it, for from heaven they have given
the mitzvah of attending to the dead to those who have attended him during his

life. AnNn should be done according to Jewish law and in accordance with the

honor of the dead



Love and kindness shall be found by them
Who keep this holy mitavah

Poverty and vxant shall flee from them
who keep the irdtsvah of the burial of the dead

Holy one on high rebuke the destroyer

It is enough for him to cause destruction and havoc
&ay thy mercy unfold and do not continue to destroy
duly peace and salvationshall rest on earth

Then will tears be effaced from every face

~Signed) 15, Luria

Th® above is a Hebrew acrostic built on the Hebrew words ''Chevrah Kadisha’ -

Its translation into Biglish of course cannot follow any set acrostic pattern.

On the eve of the secord day of the weeks on the 9th day of the month
of Mui in the year 56’77 (1916) here in the City of Portland, Paine, we have
gathered together in the Shaarey Tphiloh Synagogue to form the Chevrah Kadisha
and we all through our free will have accepted the obligation “to do the holy

work of burial and whatever is necessary for the. deadsl.

OEDIHABCES



All the members of the Chevr&h Kadisha shall work in the interests

of the organisation to visit the sick and. to bury the dead.
3.

New menbers can be enrolled if they are acceptable to- the entire
organization.

4.

The members shall serve whenever they are needed and shall serve in
alphabetical order, and if G-d forbid there is a death, they must do all that
is incumbent upon them for the dead. If they cannot perform the task them-
selves, they must-supply another in their stead. At this point there, is a
pencil insertion which reads "all those who fulfill the needs of the dead
shall be compensated for their time”).

5.
IT G~d forbid on® of the- Chevrali Kadisha passes away, the entire
Chevrah must attend his funeral and the entire Chevrali must prepare for daily-
services in the house of the mourners during the whole period of shivah; if th®
dead leaves no male issue .to say th® kaddish, then one of the Ghevrah must say
kaddish the whole year and also keep ths yearly yahrzeit for him and to
inscribe into the records of the Chevrah Kadisha the name of the dead and the

date of his departure from th® world.

6.
if there- is G-d forbid a death, then it is incumbent upon th®.gabaim

of the Chevrah Kadisha to provide people to do all the work which must ba don®

according to Jewish lavp and in accordance with the honor of the dead.



' Bi-anriually the aliy&s of the Torah shall be apportioned to the

Chevrah Kadisha and each one of the Chevrah must be honored with an aliya.
' 8.
On the 15th day of the month of Kislev, the whole Chevrah Kadisha

must repair to the synagogue to recite slichose (penitential prayers of
the day) to pray with the congregation and to fast. It is customary to repair
to the burial ground and there to pray the afternoon prayer ”“mincha) with a
minion. If there are ten people who fast, the proper reading of the Torah
"vayechol” shall be read and the fast day shall be completed.

9.

Tlie Chevrah Kadisha shall choose from among them officers (gaboyim),

a secretary and other necessary officials for one year. The grave digger shall
also be one of the Chevrah Kadisha.
10.

It is customary for the Chevrah Kadisha to have a seudah (religious
banquet) in accordance with their ability and to rejoice at that time that they
have been found worthy to -perform this mitzvah. This seudah is a holy meal.

At this seudah all the ordinances shall be read in order that each of the members
may know the tables which are incumbent upon him. 1"here are two mitsvahs in this
holy work - the preparation for burial and the act of burial. During the course
of tliis seudah words of Torah shall be preached which are relevant to the occasion.
Afterwards the Secretary shall read the names of the r@mbers and that which they

have done during the year which passed. Afterwards, there shall be chosen from



Bi-amiually the aliyas of the Torah shall be apportioned to the
Chevrah Kadisha and each one of the Chevrah must be honored with, an aliya.
I 8.
On the 1?th day of the month of Kislev, the whole Chevrah .Kadisha
must repair to the synagogue to recite slichose (penetential prayers of
the day) to pray with the congregation and to fast. It is customary to repair
to th® burial ground and there to pray the afternoon prayer (mincha) with a
minion. If there are ten people who fast, the proper reading of the Torah
"vayechol** shall be read and the fast day shall be completed.
9. .
Tli®@ Chevrah Kadisha shall choose from among them officers (gaboyim),
a secretary and other necessary officials for one year. The grave digger shall
also b® one of the Ohevrah Kadisha.
10.

It is customary for the Chevrah Kadisha to have a seudah (religious
banquet) in accordance with their ability and to rejoice at that time that they
have been found worthy to -perform this mitzvah. This seudah is a holy meal.

At this seudah-all the ordinances shall be iead hi order that each of the members
may know the tasks which are incumbent upon him. There are two mitzvahs in this
holy work - the preparation for burial and the act of burial. During the course
of this seudah words of Torah shall be preached which are relevant to the occasion.
Afterwards the Secretary shall read the names of the members and that which they

have done during the year which passed. Afterwards, there shall be chosen from



the Chevrah Kadisha officers for the coining year. So shall be the annual custom.
The seudah stall then be finished. The assembled shall give thanks to G-d that
they have been found worthy to perform this mitzvah and to be mrobers of the
Chevrah Kadisha.
11.
Each maniber Mist pay five cents \.5%) monthly.
12.
All the income of the Chevrah Kadisha shall be used for th® purposes

found necessary and fit by the Chevrah Kadisha.

Because of this holy mitzvah may the Almighty grant that

death be eradicated forever and tears be effaced from every face
and 1 shall hope to him that possesses the heavens that there
will be a Chevrah Kadisha in name only and they will have no
function which such an oi'ganization customarily performs.

tay there be fulfilled for us the wrdfS of our prophet
ljay a gi'eat shofar be sounded for our redemption

And may our eyes see that our Redeemer may be sent speedily
in our days

And when our people returns to the land of our desire
may we go there with our young and old

-And may we be worthy to see this with:-our eyes
In. the comfort of Zion and Jerusalem our Holy City

Amen, so may it be Ills will.



1 H=>np ft

;PYPs ny-—i

o>y p11103x 1 M oxn ,(>10 ,13KpIXD pPx yl31loya ymm In
515UX =13 ;3 P P3y 1 X IWOpIll 15311am X ‘111X p>x<i >13 "1 1111
-3X=3 TiX pnDinp od~iH oyay 11 iy alicm X TiXx oy .138> (1lx xn oytom
(oxop ivi iyvi .pip Yl pQ ppXiyA )3sn oylsx T13 X AlX Qi ipi <
, PI in3yiimnxD da313 10 y QillA A82-1S-03°”'n ]Jy31Dya iio & TiX
iio yoP 11 05'3xX1'38)18 "1 ppniSDilK piipinyiim ] ixX nipi=no
. ] AXO1KD

OAXO01X3 13XplXB DXOmil > 51JHDS5A 5B11’°1 ymi opxnxo ix 11
oy sip-BO03'8 513yA>«D 11

pm nPan lijyn

pPmM oiin  *

pPmMm idiieo im3x

min 1lo>n

11yn iy

xmi ip mon

PIIKIDXOK iivrijyoyo 1310 oa

O0Xn ]1X yJ5DO1TpVv "I'K 13 DAIDiyiXO +"X oyisia“aowr8 11 pd yiy'
.onyooyo P X Iy aFedxa yi11noya >"3

yoaxonviava i1 1 >13 17X 131. i 00XnNOYa oxn 0N 3 %97

PXn i 7T p3 > p »llx (00Xl 1B5A38 Jnxllya P 311 7T oy i310i00J"X

vijiix 713 TiX v.vDO pPa y3yooitpy Iin pX Iy3Aya pxmvA i1 T
r>> X tomny O0xo00 ] X T31X S10 .VAX13 yjaxa 11VA2X iy i 10 x Inxiiya
Tex YO=>Vi7 a31710m yoi P 3% 1301Xx pXx ymiivaiip %0 x px inoi inn

PoyP 13ix nNx3 ppym

lyaxtnvd yp>txi %i 13 O'1l pikK3p3K1 IV T31lx piniocoii* | Tin iio
113 AJid3'13 iyi P11 exam pP X Xi mMinx J]dxd dditva PXn yo=>yll
niid inwvi pXxllya 0i3 >X0311lp TIX 3131yn i5i iwvi ix3 .iiyr iyi nyn
.oyianoioo3ix y 5A1311X1X3 A10011 p3xp Ft iyoP 11 p'rmn
vm*Pp px Oionin ym'Pp p) IYM PP x pxn 110 0xX11 D51 iy oiix
.niinx p “Pi"D ill pl=avA iio pJrlT 01103 15318 nn Amn

110i 151 TAX oy .O"3 151 D10 iya-y <=aim A3iIiTvmPmyy oK1
11 ]JVA3513 oyl1l YO>Yy1ll n>np x pxm 13 JoiiKD Ost pa py 113 iyn
1D15A 051 11D 1P 11 y P JiT 1A D i3 ilio ivoPii p>x.niinx y nNox
. Py 31 PpPvinnyn avi pim jy1ll mnmni mini pp Ii5i P X

pPpx<ppprk Jid

1 AKpy A1X3 toiyl] ; pinm ; 13KpTXD ] npp 1 ID«n as wmn (1
Nnp Bn 1150 11 p 3 any noyo YP P 3 A3 o X py1l1 iy A >kt oy 1 X
»11v™” nyl 11 ,nnin viop I'In prm riso 11 , Hu oun yy i ,>1m
IPPilxidoxox livdvoy?O 00 "n pPpPx XtmMmnp man 1j

X 0511 oyl3XT 3XAlX 5D3X015n3yo0i IK 11 P 3 515+

1pln3voOr?od>y 1 11X pyA311X 1T P T 0IXp pirm TX ri

X ~yO>a YINiX ,dison ynnosx ,10153X13 1lnix ,0Pa 1«
DOI A— "' n px lyd>ya YPFP ,03ml13x1 iy ix oiiy ppyPp is a
Pi i yo=yil yiIx 23 xa'lx yip» x ix piyvi PpyAVAIivoix

t

1117 PP Nbp y2?mu ymiopbnp23ps
- b

ip-t

\

\



Pis <i’RT oy 13« r 3R jJik Yyd3xaiy73yoPXx *>7 poOo oiyonya y>X rm (3

Prp

i pXx 1X3 opiyoayn p P isb"FPi pP>X [P ajbp*»n

(Piy-n ttid S.’.v) OVI'TSIB R ps py-iv oi'syj >RT n>np N &
EPxnpy = n 35 pPX nyine?ry-id x pxoyipyo X ,]Bjy?i uis-D’ 11 3

Divoaya in pa 7R1 2 pi>x ]1*1'1 DyoOpy>y 7PxT Oiwvdisk yPx *1 (5

i Yyo>v71l OD”> X pPD pDiyDiox 17 70py=>y 7>xT

oiyo ay 13 -=i G

—x1 ydpyiy7 X prm pytr 1ld1Dlaxp 7u? 131 ax3 x 770 pyli tpyac/yijiis

.2

310113 pa pt a’™d

-PR vyijyi®oo’ Tpy yptastR 17 71D 7ixopy71l7 17 171 2 _1TK (7
7=x0 11T pRJ .n>=np ->j P« P’>D13JX pi JD™PRS 1Yi11 oysicoo

ti d’d pyno pPi pyll yo>y 7] ="D BRp x lks oiyooyo 5 jjo odks

-=”DRJ ~=T py 11 PDXT13 ]7X Oy»sidtodjn»x yiy ijx
Pp 11 1s ppy=y pcny oyi

St pa jy ' Toinxp
ikb OIYyO~ SK i~ 3

Vr py P n=np -1 N

-iva x pr iri py 71 o™Xayi 7>y 11 n=np -iyn pa

pPpPpoxn y>x (41

BlLlsnNn >d>»7rt?2e7Rd)  jyO**de oO» ~r*

y>X 01D pvDIJR’ 71x orm 1t?py=>xp px 7yn--aDxzi ay'll fPrp ~i (2
.2>0>iJ Nnxa dt*>sy a T 711 Oy"13XT"?IXNM1LX

ilya=yj poiyoxio yPx iynix droFPrd nyi 77:277 uvii r=rp 11 (3
11D id.-..r pr-oxo s'lyao jD”isd ,rmm-" iod L, OIrmrm . Dilkd

,oy»310i0O

DpX 703 Xp iylyt y73yax t 0

ojrx y3=ysJllr 1-

“

-IKS 73 00wyl dri 70R” u 3 “Pp 17 =>XT 1R‘ 793 yooiy n ixo (5

707722 py7;3 Oyi Oxo iy 7 oy 7y7"'D , 7=iS _ajll 17 770 yjllx 70XD
-y 773x y>x ml 0 2/3 t7a 23101a Ty 731 p7x .d2jiain >?y00 3 7iy 17
11 ‘M 11 y I ly-tix 1"s 70X17XO0 *>177 TX IROIyYy7 707x7 7 y 13yt

,0l 1 70x3x71 6 770 pa 17"x iyy 7 7o=xirya 7t7a DpD211D10O
2 i >i yO>y & ?3x20rix y>x 17 77103 x 2 T10 Prp i7 (6

,0110ya2x 1Y-X 7110
lyt oenxp y73y2>x0 9 w7111 ]1 a poi
x

71 17 2zZaasyor? 1>X» 0J377>73 y>X

P)yoPm?y 23 1r

oy 1 37010D3 * X yiy
>X T
10

> 1

> X

Oyo-’X PO pXxp

7R aroza1z 1>XT yoby0 I -mrROOI'7ZR >rt “voln»r
~x 7yay3x )2=P7KD 7 taxp »7 .0ya7x 7y
‘0>KYyyY2 7zy771 v 177X ypyo-jy23 x
o X E nFiio
s Oxo 1 i 1ii oyi oOoOwl 71 12R =>RT 1-[3'

(=4 |



«'2.1M2.QKP T-ivypypprp
mFt p>i ] ODRDVa p 12)3 DT3 =St oy ts PY r Pke rmom’o”p

'moiosp »1 >kt -]”3r .nir npadp 1ix Fiii=> sibd”™ ,Nnon nn™"B

_TNVDVO9D |m=o 3o <1 'pIX pKDDTTK

Ot3ENn 9S “P7lp nNn9OtR_T1ax QKp
Pan Pm oOmp Pt? DMDNn vPr nvn®™>r ]DX3313X Prt 1TOnurp
Srp TT 33 ]193]1XPX3 VOpy

Pn

TV T 77TV U P E Yivill BOROVa )>HJ PttDvDRp »1 pS pAIDmMmR 9PR t1

yIvii

lsoisn: 11D alK>TSB DV JWWCI3 R }7DipK3 DRf IV »31{ [0V 13tf)

t1atoxp

-pVv ar jnsn’K paa PPYPnp piormp m salpyii nyoPya vPr
-.-NVv MnNiynNno dis

y10 PYit -ja'u”i?d JPkt d'»Pnvno ynvhm p< pTO'DApP ypX
aldrPas O "-j»tvna nvi tpd dox pPr pPpvrpvPO JPrt )ix dr = Tino

—-asrna <rm pfNimoHp DapTriyj poTD™N pp }Ranyaa ny nvk
-JaPyr

PTT pPa pwvit3d gn 3X3 $50 pvamTR j3rRa ponyno nvnvt
P tPna-m R J=rm33 Prt pv ,a —-nll n«o n g ava nv 27aX T«DT Kp

¢ <?P Tt pa pyn3tLtvno 033 OPya 1-J pro ajRPnRa

@

pyt33 t1 “ra 3100 71:2 $51 pa pyaolaxX 3,3 Jrapwvn? nvnvt
.13“v1 P TR oa-jrt > tajp PTT pa OTITT37Y r at3R Tt2Tarp Jtit pa
-y tu €33 OPva 73 3R3 AjrPara ptpyatnn r Jlpyva. as taa ponyrrD nvn

VPP tn pa pynart

eT 171y R pa pyni p->tTyaaia Prm $100 nymR 3 psjoiilkk
PK.IpYYTT np-p IT pPE
pPa = |Pptt NsSMRIT jsjtx YYjranvnapmar 7 pi pa 5 pin

v-3yT pnvaa oynjrna9a “p-p ti Prt 'pP-p in p>x JolPm "jr poi

-Nnva r pan pTpmR ove pa pPT pp 3txRTrJRal» yn* T» i-PT ppxnxO’IX

.]lnsjpan- n np-p n P9 pm.."': O"">n

-V)olxp r prn as 'wmO'axp r pa’ -jiPrb Prt nn

/T Tin pR 31 12772?X3K "X P PpPPRT Pi1jyo« Tia m

.rmAT - min ¢ p|T 2
R XT Vv DPRTR IX tt pn<«’j 3 nP’B iNn tr pPpMP 3
Nnv? yaPyti nipnPna “n r pRoypR nxs Proj:i=« Ti oy
~vn Rp-misnn rP nNnsi po a “ieid iransn ]PVvi | TJ X
ny esi== Im apm nnR nts3 >tpO jPyaa nta .mna i 77 AR

,Ijip-n myv tir -pm iayPp tty ‘n L f n ny nwve-



