
PREFACE TO THE RECORD OF THE CIIEVRAH KADISHA (BURIAL SOCIETY)
WHICH WAS FOUNDED ON THE 9TH DAI OF THE 1DHTH OF' ELUL

IN TIIE.’IEAH 5677 (1916) IN PORTLAND, I AES

It is written “and it shall coiae to pass on the 6th day that they 
shall prepare that which they will bring". This biblical verse, which has 

reference .to the preparation for th® sabbath day, has been interpreted to'wan 

tliat iran should prepare in this world, which is often referred to as the 6th 
day or the eve of the sabbath day 'the world to come being the sabbath day<^ 

in order that, he maybe prepared for his sabbath day - the hereafter. Even as 
before dark of the sabbath day, a nan must examine his pockets, tithe his food, 

light his candles and rsrspare Ills food, so moi a person before he -leaves this 

world improve h.’s deeds and examine the candle which is "the candle of G-d, 

the-human soul". lie must prepare the provisions, which are Torah, penance 

and prayer to bring with rum into the world of truth., the place where no sen 
can any longer fulfill the commandments of d-d even as the rabbis teach us that

the dead are free of the mitKvahs. bills is corepax'hble to a person who prepares

for a journey* He takes provisions with him and prays to G-d that his journey

may be successful, since the highways are often places of danger. How much
more should, or® prepare for the journey which unites life and death. "It is 

a lengthy journey and the baggage we carry 'with us is very light*1.

It is further written "and if a soul will sin then shall it repent 

from its sin which it has committed and it shall compensate for the damage it 

has caused". The principal form of repentance is the confession which takes 

place between a man and his maker, the undoing of the evil which has been done, 
and the receiving of the forgiveness of those who have been wronged.
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When a aan takes to bed with an illness, it is, as our rabbis, of
blessed memory-state, 11 as though lie had ascended the'.execution block”. If 

he has friends to intercede for him> he way yet. be saved,, and if lie has none 

he will not be saved, The intercessors of a man are repentance and good deeds

As -was stated.above, the principal form of repentance is .confession. • Our rabbis 

further state "if one becomes sick and tends towards death, those who stand close 

by must say to him ’confess, for all who approach death must 'confess in order 

.that the confession ray be their repentance8. It therefore becomes apparent 

that as soon as a.nan I: scores ill he must confess, for wc cannot interpret the 

words of the rabbis as mailing that only he who Is about to die must confess 

for the day of death is one of the seven things idiich are hidden from. man.

Wen the language of the biblical citation tends to imply that they did not mean 

only lie who is about to die shall confess fox- in that case the quotation should, 
read-”if one terns towards death0. The words "if one loecowes sick*' are super­

fluous. It-therefore becomes definitely apparent, tliat the rabbis meant for a 

xaan to confess'as soon as he takes sick for* all people who take sick are to a

■ degree approaching death. Illness is therefore spoken of as being comparable 

to ascending the execution block where a wan needs good intercessors to save his 

life, ''-’ns might be "prone to ask "if the rabbis meant for a. man to confess as 
soon as he takes sick, why did .they include.the words ’and tends towards death5’ 

The citation could simply have read ’one who takes sick should confess8. The 

answer would be that the words "and he is approaching death" were included 
because of the confession for the purpose of confession is that his death may 

atone for all'his sins



confess for in ths finalencourage a ran to
his duties because of the gravenessforgets
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It is therefore particularly incumbent upon the Chevrah Kadisha to

moments of a ma’s life he often 

of his illness. The Ghevrah 

beginning of his illness in order

for all his needs during the couree of his illness. If they were to 

approached death,, he would iEKiediately understand.

and would be unduly thrown into great consternation

and fear, however, if the Ghevrah Kadisha establishes the practice of visiting

all

and

the sick and does so in fact, the sick would accept it as a matter of course 

would accept their counsel to examine their deeds and to put the affairs of 
.their household in order. The Ghevrah Kadisha should comfort ths sick. They 

should mate clear that their visit does not necessarily signify that life is
✓

in jeopardy, for many become sick and are healed, xh© Chevrah Kadisha shall 
also inquire if the family of the sick are financially able to care for his anil 

their wants, and if they find that the family is not so able, then shall they 

personally supply the family needs or. rake other proper provision according to 

the demands, ' . '
Those people who attend the man when he is sick shall also attend him. 

after death as was the •will left by -Rabbi Judah the Prince to his deciples. 

The mitzvah of attending the dead is a great mitzvah and none has the right to 

infringe upon his fellow’s right to perform it, for from heaven they have given 

the mitzvah of attending to the dead to those who have attended him during his 
life. An should be done according to Jewish law and in accordance with the 

honor of the dead



Love and kindness shall be found by them
Who keep this holy mitavah

Poverty and vxant shall flee from them
who keep the irdtsvah of the burial of the dead

Holy one on high rebuke the destroyer

It is enough for him to cause destruction and havoc 
&ay thy mercy unfold and do not continue to destroy 

’duly peace and salvation. shall rest on earth

Then will tears be effaced from every face

^Signed) I5, Luria

Th® above is a Hebrew acrostic built on the Hebrew words "Chevrah Kadisha”.-

Its translation into Biglish of course cannot follow any set acrostic pattern.

On the eve of the secord day of the weeks on the 9th day of the month 
of Mui in the year 56’77 (1916) here in the City of Portland, Paine, we have 

gathered together in the Shaarey Tphiloh Synagogue to form the Chevrah Kadisha 

and we all through our free will have accepted the obligation “to do the holy 

work of burial and whatever is necessary for the. dead51.

OEDIHABCES

1.
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2.

All the members of the Chevr&h Kadisha shall work in the interests

of the organisation to visit the sick and. to bury the dead.

3.
New menbers can be enrolled if they are acceptable to- the entire 

organization.
4.

The members shall serve whenever they are needed and shall serve in 

alphabetical order, and if G-d forbid there is a death, they must do all that 

is incumbent upon them for the dead. If they cannot perform the task them­

selves, they must-supply another in their stead. 'At this point there, is a 
pencil insertion which reads "all those who fulfill the needs of the dead 
shall be compensated for their time”).

5.
If G~d forbid on® of the- Chevrali Kadisha passes away, the entire 

Chevrah must attend his funeral and the entire Chevrali must prepare for daily­

services in the house of the mourners during the whole period of shivah; if th® 
dead leaves no male issue .to say th® kaddish, then one of the Ghevrah must say 

kaddish the whole year and also keep ths yearly yahrzeit for him and to 
inscribe into the records of the Chevrah Kadisha the name of the dead and the 

date of his departure from th® world.

6.
if there- is G-d forbid a death, then it is incumbent upon th®.gabaim 

of the Chevrah Kadisha to provide people to do all the work which must ba don® 

according to Jewish lavp and in accordance with the honor of the dead.

1



' Bi-anriually the aliy&s of the Torah shall be apportioned to the

Chevrah Kadisha and each one of the Chevrah must be honored with an aliya.

' 8.

On the 15th day of the month of Kislev, the whole Chevrah Kadisha 
must repair to the synagogue to recite slichose (penitential prayers of 

the day) to pray with the congregation and to fast. It is customary to repair 

to the burial ground and there to pray the afternoon prayer ^mincha) with a 

minion. If there are ten people who fast, the proper reading of the Torah 

’’vayechol” shall be read and the fast day shall be completed.

9.
Tlie Chevrah Kadisha shall choose from among them officers (gaboyim), 

a secretary and other necessary officials for one year. The grave digger shall 
also be one of the Chevrah Kadisha.

10.
It is customary for the Chevrah Kadisha to have a seudah (religious 

banquet) in accordance with their ability and to rejoice at that time that they 

have been found worthy to -perform this mitzvah. This seudah is a holy meal. 

At this seudah all the ordinances shall be read in order that each of the members 
may know the tables which are incumbent upon him. 1'here are two mitsvahs in this 

holy work - the preparation for burial and the act of burial. During the course 
of tliis seudah words of Torah shall be preached which are relevant to the occasion. 

Afterwards the Secretary shall read the names of the r®mbers and that which they 

have done during the year which passed. Afterwards, there shall be chosen from



Bi-amiually the aliyas of the Torah shall be apportioned to the

Chevrah Kadisha and each one of the Chevrah must be honored with, an aliya.

. ■ 8. -

On the l?th day of the month of Kislev, the whole Chevrah .Kadisha 
must repair to the synagogue to recite slichose (penetential prayers of 

the day) to pray with the congregation and to fast. It is customary to repair 

to th® burial ground and there to pray the afternoon prayer (mincha) with a 

minion. If there are ten people who fast, the proper reading of the Torah 

’’vayechol** shall be read and the fast day shall be completed.
9. '

Tli® Chevrah Kadisha shall choose from among them officers (gaboyim), 

a secretary and other necessary officials for one year. The grave digger shall 
also b® one of the Ohevrah Kadisha.

10.
It is customary for the Chevrah Kadisha to have a seudah (religious 

banquet) in accordance with their ability and to rejoice at that time that they 

have been found worthy to -perform this mitzvah. This seudah is a holy meal. 

At this seudah-all the ordinances shall be i,ead hi order that each of the members 

may know the tasks which are incumbent upon him. There are two mitzvahs in this 

holy work - the preparation for burial and the act of burial. During the course 
of this seudah words of Torah shall be preached which are relevant to the occasion. 

Afterwards the Secretary shall read the names of the members and that which they 

have done during the year which passed. Afterwards, there shall be chosen from 



the Chevrah Kadisha officers for the coining year. So shall be the annual custom.

The seudah stall then be finished. The assembled shall give thanks to G-d that
they have been found worthy to perform this mitzvah and to be mrobers of the 

Chevrah Kadisha.
•r-

11.
Each maniber Mist pay five cents \.5$) monthly.

12.

All the income of the Chevrah Kadisha shall be used for th® purposes
found necessary and fit by the Chevrah Kadisha.

Because of this holy mitzvah may the Almighty grant that 
death be eradicated forever and tears be effaced from every face 
and I shall hope to him that possesses the heavens that there 
will be a Chevrah Kadisha in name only and they will have no 
function which such an oi’ganization customarily performs.
tay there be fulfilled for us the wrdfS of our prophet
ljay a gi’eat shofar be sounded for our redemption
And may our eyes see that our Redeemer may be sent speedily 
in our days
And when our people returns to the land of our desire 
may we go there with our young and old
-And may we be worthy to see this with - our eyes

In. the comfort of Zion and Jerusalem our Holy City

Amen, so may it be Ills will.
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